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This report consists of excerpts from a speech by Lieutenant Colonel 
Yakopow of the SKA on the administration of justice and the condition 
of the law courts in the Soviet Ocgupation done. Jt was delivered at 
the 11 April 1947 session of the Lander Conference. 


‘More than four hundred Nazis, most of them attorneys~at~law, are still 


active in legal circles in the Russian Zone ef Occupation. According to 
existing directives a former NODAP member may, under exceptional circum- 
stayices, receive specicl permission to practice law. ‘The exception has 
recently become the rule, however,and this situation must be changed. 
SMA Directive No. 49 must be followed to the letter. Not only NSDAP 
members, but also SA members and young men torn after 1 January 1919, 
trast be kept cut of the law courts. 


fhe distribution of personnel ie faulty. Some courts mist operate with 
insufficient personnel, while the provincial ministries of justice use 
eo~called drafted officials (2nkenmandierte}. And even.with this special 
personnel the ministries have mansged their supervisory duties ao poorly 
thet a number of judges and court officials have been able profitably te 
engage in corrupt practices. 


Too many students are being jailed or dismissed from the training ccurses 
for prospective lower court judges. This hes occurred in every Tanud in 
the Russian Zone, and must come to a stop. Fifty pear cent of those dismissed 
are members of the working classes —- precisely the type of men needed for 
the new German law courts. From now on more care must be teken in the 
selection of atudents. In one Land eighty applicants were tested and 
selected for training in one day, revealing the hasty and slipshed manner 
in which future judges are chosen. Special tutorial sessions mst be 
arranged for students who are falling behind in their studies, and tne 

SMA mst be notified whenever a trainee is failed or whenever 2 court 
official leaves the service. Special care mist be taken that no Resi 

or reactionary ideas are propagated, 


It hae come to the SHA’s attention that the orders and directives of the 
German Central Administration for Justice (Deutsche Justisverwaltung) 

are being followed in the Linder and provinces. only with the greatest 
reluctance, The provincial ministries of justice have taken the mistaken 
atand that they come under the exclusive jerisdiction of the provincial 
voverments and have no oblivations to the Centra) Administration. This 


CLASSIFICATICN Sppieg 


TRL 


4 


Cc 
vii 
. 4 re ; 2001/03/05 : CIA-RD 


te 


raeore Rel ase 2001/03/05 CORPAEFAYPTR 0700060010-1 Be 
“678 oye 


ee oe ee 


TIAI 


Oo SR CT RIERA A SEY AST SRE oT NRRREE TET > 


; 
i 
é 
t 
F 


we 


z.___ APproved For Release 2001/0370S 7 CTRRDPB2 09457 RONGTOPOROP 


CANTRAL INTILLIAw Ice SROUP © 
“ee 25X1A 


0-1 
92114- 


is nat so: measures taken by the Gentrel Administration are backed by 
the authority of the SKA, end are bindine on all courts, o-fices of justice, 
and notarics public. The “erman Jeatrii Administration for Justice has 
assumed the responsibility for denazifying the Gornun legal system, for 
_ seeing that democratic officials replace the distissed Jazis, for coordinating 
the activities o/ the provincial departments of justice, aad for establish= 
ine liaison between the 32.4 cad the provincial denartments. Local courts 
and juridicel suthoritios must follow the direct: ves issued by the Central 
administration and submit all records and files or its examination.  . | 


3 i a) 
5. Te followin? moasures must be taken for the promotion of closer contact 
between tho various pzrts of the leesl systems ; 


a An increase in the aid zivea yy the torr n Central adcinistration 
for Justice in th: Creftine aid Llaterpretation of statutes. 


DREN enn 


b. clore inspzetions of courts, state uttorneys' offices, and other 
leenal offices. | 


e. ore conferences between judszes und stat: attorneys for the achieve~ 
ment of 2 closer coordination of their work. | 


d. ‘tiore reports to be submitted to the ventral administration on the 
work of the courts in tho various Lander and provinces. all pro- 
ceedinzs tnd trials wiiich are vested with the public interest must : 
be reported. [ 


6. The police and tne public prosecutors are not working hard enough. ‘the 
nuaber of erimes and misdemeanors comaitted during the first quarter cf 
1947 (89,960) was only rine per cent less than th: figure for the last 
quarter of 1946 (98,076). Sentences currently passed on criminals are 
too mild. Out of a total of 11,217 convicted robters, 5,5€6 were only 


assessed fines, 2,793 reesived three months imprisonment, and 2,376 from 
25X1A. three months to one year. { zomment: The figures in the break- 
down do not add up to the total of s<17), Sentences passed by the courts 
of appeals are in most cases even milder. aspecia ly weak have been the 


_ 8eatences imposed upon violators of ACC Statutes Ho. 10 and "lo. 160. 


7. Too much time is being taken in the preparation of cases. Accused persons 
are frecuently held many months in jail before they are siven trials, On 
“1 February 1947 the jails in the iussian Zone contained 11,600 prisoners, 
5,600 of whom had not yet been tried, Another serious matter is the lar-e 
wumber of prison breakouts: in January 1947 no less than 146 prisoners 
‘escaped from confinenent. | 


8. The provincial ministries of justice rust make analyses of the inciJence 
of criminality in their arecs of jurisdiction. Tt should be noted, however, 
that whea the S'ii speaks of an jnvestivation it docs not mean a sinple 
presentation of statistics, but rather a political and sociological study 
of the factors motivating the current wave of criminality. 
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